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This report presents selected expenditure data classified by dif- 
ferent types of consumer “units for the first quarter of 1994 from 
the Interview component of the Consumer Expenditure Survey.' 
Comparisons with the first quarter of previous years are made for 
all consumer units (see table A). Also included in this report is 
information on average expenditures for fuels aad utilities, clas- 
sified by region. The data shown in table A-1 are integrated from 
the Interview and the Diary components of the Consumer Expen- 
diture Survey for 1984 through 1993. 


Expenditures on fuels and utilities by region. The share of total 
expenditures allocated for fuels and utilities by all consumer units 
declined from 7.5 percent in 1984 to 6.6 percent in 1992. The 
downward trend was led by decreases in the shares of expendi- 
tures for natural gas, electricity, and fuel oil and other fuels. These 
decreases were offset somewhat by increases in expenditure shares 
for telephone services and water and other public services be- 
tween 1984 and 1993. In 1993, the shares of expenditures for fu- 
els and utilitics increased to 6.9 percent, potentially signaling the 
beginning of an upward trend. Expenditures on fuels and utilitie< 
from 1984 to 1993 are shown in table A-1. 

Expenditures on electricity accounted for the largest dollar 
amount and the largest share of total utility expenditures in cach 
region in 1993. However, consumer units in the regions had dif- 
ferent spending patterns for fuels and utilities. (Average annual 
expenditures on fuels and utilities classified by region are shown 
in the chart below.) 

For example, those in the Northeast, because fuel oil is the 


"Estimates of quarterly expenditures are less reliable than annual estimates 
because of the smalle, number of observations per quarter. 
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predominant heating fuel, spent six times more than those in the 
We «t on fuel oil and other fuels; expenditures on these commodi- 
ties were two and a half times the national average. This was 11 
percent of the Northeast’s total utility bill, compared to 5 percent 
for the Nation as a whole. 

In the South, consumer units spent 50 percent more on electric- 
ity than those in the West and 25 percent more than the national 
average, in part because electricity is the primary energy source 
for both heating and cooling in the region. Forty-seven percent of 
the South's total expenditures for utilities went to electricity, com- 
pared to 40 percent across the Nation. 

Consumer units in the Midwest spent two and a half times more 
than those in the South on natural gas and one and a half times 
more than the national average. Expenditures for natural gas ac- 
counted for 21 percent of the Midwest's total utility outlays, com- 
pared to 13 percent for the entire Nation. 

In the West, where water is a relatively scarce commodity, 50 
percent more was spent on water and other public utilities than in 
the Northeast, and 15 percent more than in the Natior 1s a whole. 
Spending on water and other public utilities was 15 percent of the 
West's total utility bill, compared to 11 percent in the rest of the 
Nation. 


Table A-1. Utilities as a percent of total expenditures , 1964-93 


hem 1964 1986 1990 1992 1993 

Fuel and utilities ................. 75 68 66 66 69 

Natural gas 14 9 S g 3s 

29 27 27 26 27 

Fuel ofl and other fuels ... & 4 4 3 3 

Telephone services ........ 20 20 21 21 21 
Water and other 

public services ........... 6 7 7 8 8 


Average annual utility expenditures by region, 1993 
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Table A. Selected sverage quarterly annualized expenditures' of consumer units, interview survey, first quarters, 1968-94 


Rec 1968 1969 1980 1991 1982 1983 [Se 
Total expenditures. $23,531 $24812 | $25,630 | $26,210 | $27,245 | $27,379 $28,590 
Food 3,839 4,054 4,248 4271 4,288 4,278 4,443 
Food at home 2,820 2,953 3,077 3,225 3,213 3,171 3,262 
Food away from home 1,019 1,101 1,172 1,046 1,074 1,107 1,180 
Housing? 7,135 7,614 7,990 8,238 8,738 8,691 9,006 
Shetez 4,058 4,475 4,646 4,969 5,299 5,236 5,283 
Owned dwellings 2211 2,576 2,617 3,156 3,282 3,222 3,207 
Rented dwellings 1,477 1,491 1,524 1,577 1,711 1,715 1,752 
Other lodging” 370 408 504 256 297 299 334 
Utilities, fuels, and public services 1,820 1,938 2,040 2,102 2,130 2,237 2,415 
Housefumishings and operations. 1,158 1,202 1,304 1,147 1,309 1,219 1,298 
Apparel and services 948 953 958 978 976 937 1,016 
Transportation 4,778 4,666 4,730 4 464 4,773 4,753 5,287 
Vehicle purchases 2,262 2,027 1,954 1,691 1,897 1,861 2,333 
Gasoline and motor oil 684 900 953 971 909 953 
Other transportation expenses 1,632 1,739 1,823 1,822 1,957 1,938 2,031 
Health care 1,073 1,270 1,366 1,447 1,512 1,721 1,713 
Entertainment 1,090 1,198 1,205 1,180 1,222 1,225 1,275 
All other expenses” 4,667 5,057 5,134 5,611 5,735 5,774 5,850 
See footnotes at end of tabies. 
Table 1. Quintiles of income before taxes: Average quarterty expenditures' of all consumer units, interview survey, 
first quarter, 1994 
Complete reporting of income 
= units Total Lowest Second Thied Fourth Highest | incomplete 
complete 20 20 20 20 20 reporting 
reporting percent percent percent percent percent of income 
Number of eonsumer units (in thousands) ............ 102,137 | 86,903 17,339 17,302 17,361 17,357 17,454 15,234 
Number of sample units 5,229 4,443 835 636 870 926 976 786 
Consumer uni characteristics: 
income batoe $36,365 | $36,365 $6,657 $15,345 $23,543 $42,187 $90,803 (4) 
Average muz.iber of persons in consumer unit 25 25 18 22 25 29 3.1 26 
Age ot reterence person. 476 475 50.7 51.1 455 446 456 48.1 
Number in consumer unit: 
Earners. 13 13 0.6 09 13 1.7 2.0 13 
Vetuctes. 1.9 19 09 15 2.0 24 28 18 
Children under 18. 19 19 0.9 15 2.0 24 28 18 
Persons 65 and over 0.3 0.3 0.4 05 0.3 02 6.1 0.3 
Total expenditures. $26,590 | $29,116 13,071 $18,814 $25,001 $34 843 $53,726 $25,583 
Food 4,443 4,413 2,663 3,440 3,966 5,018 6.966 4,610 
Housing 9,006 9,013 4,882 6,325 7,708 10,206 15,906 8,969 
Snefter 5,293 5,273 2,735 3,522 4,453 6,101 9,532 5,403 
Owned dwellings 3,207 3,159 937 1,349 2.217 3,893 7,379 3,479 
Rented dwellings 1,752 1,785 1,678 2,060 2,040 1,945 1,215 1,561 
Other lodging 334 329 121 124 196 262 938 364 
Utilities, fuels, and public services ............. 2.415 2.396 1,655 2,050 2.302 2,634 3,333 2,527 
Housetumishings and operations .............. - 1,298 1,344 492 752 952 1,471 3,041 1,039 
Appsrel and services 1,016 1,030 398 643 863 1,111 2,129 937 
Transportation 5,287 5,230 1,748 3,155 4,975 7,181 9,069 5,613 
Gasoline and motor o# 923 923 460 623 961 1,157 1,420 925 
Other transportation expenses... 4,364 4,307 1,288 2,532 4,024 6,024 7,648 4687 
Health care 1,713 1,709 1,060 1,501 1,482 2,177 2,330 1,740 
Entertainment 1,275 1,304 500 737 1,081 1,575 2,618 1,112 
All other expenses? 5,850 6,420 1,830 3,013 4,927 7,576 14,709 2,602 


Table 2. Age of reference person: Average quarterly expenditures' of all consumer units, interview survey, first quarter, 1994 


AG 
fern consumer Under 25 e544 45-4 65 and over 
units 

Number of consumer units (in thousands) 102,137 7.788 43,487 29,039 21,822 
Number of sample units 5,229 333 2.264 1,510 1,063 

Consumer unit characteristics: 
income before taxes‘ $36,365 $15,169 $40,341 $45,960 $23,691 
Average number of persons in consumer unit... 25 19 3.0 26 17 
Age of reterence person 4756 21.7 Kee] 53.3 745 

Number in consumer unit: 
Eamers.. 13 12 16 16 0.4 
19 1.1 20 23 14 
Children under 18. 0.7 05 12 os 0.1 
Persons 65 and over 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.1 14 
Total expenditures. $28,590 $16,482 $31,030 $34,129 $20,681 
Food 4,443 2.774 4,792 5,131 3,426 
Housing 9,006 5,235 10,247 10,031 6,516 
Shelter 5,293 3,263 6.274 5,804 3,381 
Owned dweilings 3,207 488 3,680 4,135 2,000 
Rented dwelangs 1,752 2,682 2,351 1,112 1,076 
Other lodging 334 od 243 557 306 
Utilities, fuels, and public services ..................... 2,415 1,308 2,408 2,795 2,320 
Housetumishings and operations ...................... 1,298 664 1,565 1,432 815 
Apparel and services 1,016 857 1,179 1,157 561 
Transportation 5,287 3,709 5,831 6,568 3,060 
Gasoline and motor off ...... 923 630 1,042 1,101 554 
Other transportation expenses 4,364 3,079 4,789 5,467 2,507 
Hnalth care 1,713 315 1,344 1,829 2,661 
Evtertainment 1,275 802 1,541 1,395 756 
All other expenses? 5,850 2.789 6,006 7,919 3,701 
See footmtes at end of tables. 


All 
tem consumer Northeast Midwrest South West 

Number of consumer units (in thousands) .................. 102,137 20,903 25,629 4,441 21,164 
Number of sample units 5,229 1,120 1,360 1,580 1,169 

Consumer unit characteristics: 
income before $36,365 $38,574 $33,818 $33,371 $41,647 
Average number of persons in consumer unit ........ 25 24 25 25 27 
Age of reterence person 474 49.1 47.7 473 465 

Number in consumer unit: 

Eamers 1.3 12 13 13 1.4 
Vehicles 1.9 15 2.1 19 22 
Chiidren under 18. 0.7 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.8 
Persons 65 and over 0.3 0.4 03 03 03 
Total expenditures. $28,590 $28,723 $27,422 $32,420 
Food 4,443 4,795 4,103 4,252 4,816 
Housing 9,006 10,299 7,967 7,993 10,638 
Shetter 5,293 6,301 4411 4,348 6,901 
Owned dwellings 3,207 3,742 2,812 2,641 4,076 
Rented dwellings 1,752 2,185 1,283 1,450 2,382 
Otther lodging 334 374 316 257 443 
Ulilities, tueis, and public services ..................... 2,415 2.725 2,470 2,396 2,076 
Housetumishings and operations ...................... 1,298 1,273 1,086 1,249 1,661 
Apperel and services 1,016 1,052 906 1,000 1,142 
Transportation 5,287 3,949 5,617 5,639 5,635 
Gasoline and motor oil 923 789 905 970 1,002 
Other tranaportation expenses 4,364 3,160 4,712 4,669 4,633 
Health care 1,713 1,506 1,619 1,844 1,819 
Entertainment 1,275 1,266 1,132 1,115 1,718 
All other expenses? 5,850 5,858 5,546 5,579 6,454 


1 The expenditures are estimates for a perticular quarter presented at laneous expenditures, personel care, cash contribulicns, personal 
annual rates (the values are multiplied by 4). insurance and pensions. 

2 The tem “expenses for other properties” is included in miscellaneous 4 income values are derived from “complete reporters” only, see technical 
expenditures beginning in 1991. Prior to 1991 1 was included in shelter and note. 
housing. 5 Value less than 0.05. 

3 inctudes alcuholic beverages, reading, education, tobacco, miscel 


Technical Note 


Data in this report are from the interview portion of the 
Consumer Expenditure Survey, conducted by the Bureau of the 
Census for the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The survey consists of 
two components: (1) a Diary or recordkeeping survey completed 
by respondents for two consecutive I-week periods, and (2) an 
Interview survey in which the expenditures of consumer units are 
obtained in five interviews conducted every 3 months. The data are 
collected in independent samples of consumer units that are 
representative of the U.S. population. The Interview sample, 
selected on a rotating panel basis, consists of approximately 5,000 
consumer units each quarter. 

The Interview survey data include large expenditures, such as 
property, automobiles, and major appliances, or expenditures that 
occur on a regular basis, such as rent, utility payments, or 
95 percent of all expenditures. 

There are limitations to these data which should be mentioned. 
First, for some analytical uses, the data should be seasonally 
adjusted. BLS is \. urking on a seasonal adjustment inethod, which 
requires several years of data. In the absence of computed 
adjustment factors, one may make comparisons with the same 
quarter of the previous year or earlier years. Second, for 
infrequently purchased items there are fewer reports in a quarter 
than there are for a year. In order to obtain statistically reliable 
estimates, a sufficient level of reporting is required. Therefore, the 
tables based on quarterly data show less detail than those based on 
annual data. In addition, quarterly data tend to be more volatile 
than annual data. 

This report uses a new formai to allow more room for analysis 
of special topics. Data on “income before taxes” is available upon 
request from the Division of Consumer Expenditure Surveys. 
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Consumer unit. (1) All members of a particular household who 
are related by blood, marriage, adoption, or other legal 
arrangements; (2) a person living alone or sharing a houschold 
with others or living as a roomer in a private home or lodging 
house or in permanent living quarters in a hotel or motel, but who 
is financially independent; or (3) two or more persons living 
together who share responsibility for at least 2 out of 3 major types 
of expenses-food, housing, and other expenses. The terms 
household or consumer are used for convenience. 


Complete income reporters. In general, a complete income 
reporter is a respondent who provided values for at least one of the 
major sources of its income, such as wages and salaries, self- 
employment income, and Social Security income. Even complete 
income reporters may not have provided a full accounting of all 
income from all sources. 

Total expenditures. These are the transaction costs, including 
excise and sales taxes, of goods and services acquired during the 
contributions and payments for pensions and personal insurance. 


Information in this report is available to sensory impaired 
individuals. Voice phone: (202) 606-7828; TDD phone (202) 606- 
5879; TDD message referral phone: 1-800-326-2577. This 
material is in the public domain and, with appropriate credit, may 
be used without permission. 

For further information, contact Brian Riordon, Division of 
Consumer Expenditure Surveys, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Room 
3985, 2 Massachusetts Avenue, NE, Washington, DC 20212-0001. 
Telephone: (202) 606-6900. 
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